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Hunting, Vegetarians, Tanning and Me
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aking buckskin makes sense hul nol eve:yune lx aware of
Mir Some lolks gel wile L 85 a natural completion of 1he
hunt. |, ke many people T know, came into il through

the hack door.  Years vgo, inspired by {jandhi, and a desice 10 Live
¢lose to the land, [ experimented with a hackstrap loom  Gandbi-
like or not sitting For howrs on end was not my forte. That same
wezk, in one of thoss seerming'y magical comcidences of life, my
neighhor came by with a book (Blug Mountain Buckskin, bv Jim
Rigers) that had exactlv what | was looking for. 3 way to make
clothes (hat was physical. allowed me to work outdoors and wsed
pcal resource that was otherwise boing discarded (literally by the
thousands) The beauty ot the timshed material was a great bonus,

AL the time 1 was a stniet vepetanan szeking my relationship
wr e world avound me 1 like W know where things come from, 5o
that | can see and foel how my lile alfecls vibers. Buying £ new
shirt at e store, who knows what i= happening on the other ond
What river is Ieing drained to grow the cotton”  What animals
anve bezn run out of their habitat for the agriculture. Hunting i
definitely intznse too. Mo one would arpee with chat  Butb its o
direct, Fonest, nothing hidden relationship. Yoo cnow what you
are laking to sustan vonr swn life, and that is just a part of hfe on
thiz planet ) )

Whether you arc a hunler, an admirer of beautiful materials,
apprecigtive of wseful items, a teaditioralist, or locking o live
lightly and wiscly on this carth, making buckskin can e a [ulfilling
part of vour hte” I1t's not something that evervhody can do. There
are not that mary hides.  Bur siv million desr are sl Ll
harvested (killed) every year and very fow of their skins are gellng
psed  I17s mot goong e Csave the plaoct” but 1t s a positive siep
loward A sustainable future. While there is nathing wrong with
lgaving skins for the coyetes und maggots, we might as wel  use
them in betwsen S0 next time vou're traveling down the roadsides
of Amenca, and see the cornupe be the gide of the road, you mizht
haave a =ad sigh, but perhaps vou’l also think, ... clothes?
dinner! new tols?!

WHAT EXACTLY IS BUCKSKIN?

uckskm 1= 3 soft porous matenal that is made from animsl
skin with the aid of lubricants, physical menipulation and
wood-smoke (usuallvh It can be made from any of the
houved animels includirg deer, ¢k, antelope, sheep, goal, bulTalo,
even cow. |t s the way that a skin s fazwwd hat makes i buckskin,
not the tact that it 15 made from a doer hide.  The type of
treatment buckskin recieves leaves it in a siale somewhen: between
a fabric and a lzather, with some qualitizs all o s own. It is
strong, curahle, anft, washable and warm. 11 cuts the wind, alows
vour skin tio breath and strerches with the movemant of your body
It 15 definitely not water-progt.  Buckskin is paniculerly valued as a
durable yet comfortahle outdoor clothing, thowgh it is alse excellent
for pouches, moccasing and many other items
Most ‘eathers are souked in chemicals that combine with the
fibers and change them mio an entirely new substance: lzather. [n
the old days these chemicals wers annic acids derived from Lr2e
barks, Bark-tanned leathers were wsed for shoos, saddles and ocher
iems [or which solidity or water repellency weie valuable,  They
are a1ill made by a few tanneries but most hides are camenlly Laaned
with chromic acids. Chromic acids are very cheap 1o use bul are
unfortunately quite toxic. Pollution of waterways is the number
ane prablem facing the modern leether tannery (as well as the folks
down-strzam), and chrome compounds are the culprit Chrome-
tanmed leather is feirly sofi end vary swble when exposed 10 heat
and rot. 1ts not as strong as buckskin and i< broken down by the
alkelimity of perspiration and soaps.

Chrome-tanned  sheep and desr skins  arr currently
markeicd as “beckskin® even theugh they have wery different
physical properties than the traditionzl  matenal, Uradibonal
methods have not been industrialized because the tanning process
relies on physical manipulation more tan chemwals, This leaves it
in the domein of the backvard tanner, where it has long been. The
myslique and reputation of bueckskin remoins strong however, and
cornercial interests will eamlings to cash in on W,

[ Like the old seperation of leather and buckskin to refer to
different calegones of skin based Gbeics. TN ouse hem this vy
throughout the book  You can use these term: however vou want
singe evervone else does,




A BIT OF HISTORY

hen most people think of buckskin they envision long
Wﬁ:ngml [ndians on horschack or sdventurous (raciiersmen

on a remole moundain hunt,  Little do they know that it
Wis once us common 25 blug jeans. Did you know that i was the
work clethes of the commaon kaborer m 18th cenlury America and
Europe? That General George Washington onlered hicksking tn he
made [or the troops? O that it was fashionable among the elite of
Europe?  Remember those images of men in powder white wags,
bresches and long stockings. Cuess what those brezsches were made
of . Have you ever told a friznd, “uh, that cost me 3 coupls of
bucks”.  Well that’s because buckskin was suwch 2 common
commodity of exchange in the American colonies that after the
Revolution. buck becamc the slang for e dollar bill.  But deer me,
that’s getting ahead of things, lets g0 back 1w the begmmng.

Gemesls (i 21 Unta Adam alsooand 1o bis wale did the Loed Cod meke cnats of
tkeing, and cloched them ™

THE STONE AGE

Stane age peaples. cavemen, and hunter zatherers all over the world
had some things in common.  Soaking hides in brains and pulling
them soft scems to he one of tiem. [t was part of the daily life of
primitive peoples on every continent. There ars accounts of brain
anc/or smoke tanning by the Zulus of southem Afnica (brains), the
Chukches of eastern Russia (liver, urme and smoke), nomadic
peoplzs of Asia (7ermentad milk, butter, and egg volk), nerthern
Asia brains, liver and sour milk.) China (smoke)l, South America
ismoke) and North America {brains. smoke, Tiver, sweel corn, eggs,
pine nuts, yusea oot and a wholz Tot of other hings!). Hew's an
account from Japan:

“An wil toning process which appeas i he ancent, bat which g enll earicd an
in Japan.. ..

T prepare Koshuinden Leather. one starts with dried deerskin whick has bezn
soabed 1ot extear thal the grain laver, fomether with the haic can be skaved
away with a skivipg knife. Tanning is sccomplished by coating with animal brain
marier or spinal-cord substance, fr wiich mechanical TumBling, neading, anid
staking probably are indispensable. & smuoke tarming now Fdluws, scconding 17e
the dhsgr plion of Saeavama 7 droor Ui Tethtodogy o '3l
ecliaed fyp Fred O Fladorsy, 1054

Although English and German tanners  were brain tanmng 8=
recently as the late 19th and warly 20th century, all that remains

A Bited Fislory 7

ﬁnn_: slene ape Furope are some hone and stone lanning tools. The
earliest record of Furopean tanming is in Homer's [lied (389 ©):

“The ox hide, which is soaked in fof, is pullzd to and fo bv csen standing in a2
cirele, thus stretching the skin and causing the fof to peneirats ioto the pores ™

Cng of the things T really like about bpeckskin 15 that if we could
look Dack far enouzh, nearly every one of os would find zome
ancestor who lived their lives weanng this wondertul garment.  [ts
somcthing we have in common. Getting sking soft was undoubealy
o of the very (st arts that ancient humans developed.

Many a vampliue has been spent wondering why or who firse
thought 10 pul brainz on a skin? and then strewch it ... doy.
Recently T stumbled wpon the true story, An Iroquois tele

“A gt coer ekin was ooe day walking araund From Faise 1o hovae tbrough an
[ndinn villape. frightemiog eversene it wisited At lasr it wenr o the house of 2
man who wis bodling deec's brrins fir a vamin. He did not propose o be
Frightened by this mystericus shin oot of hos hewse, and thersfore he podred the
hot water soluton of deer's Braias upom the soif son which o once softeacd it
dowen. doek wway from it all pavwesr of paotion, &id Matened it e the floar, The
peaple in frighs had hesy shoglog 0 with winmes. After 9l was softersd rhey
oegan to pull it and fhus reeulied B wnred deer skins”  From lewes O

Morgren's fraguois Vatepaeld Cilre  TAIS

Like maost greal irventions, it was pursly accidental

NATIVE AMERICA

Suck:skin wis made and used by all of the culture areas of Mubive
Morth America, from the Pshermen of the rainy herthwest coasl
and the caribew hunters of the wndra, 1o the farmers of the
soutlwest and  easern woodlands Deersking were  the  maost
eommonly  lanned, wom  and wliliecd shin Decawse of  thair
durahility, softness and availability, They were ke basic “Tabiic” ol
pre-historic limes and other amimal sking were also fanned  using
wanations of (he brain tanming process, (buffalo, moose, elk,
antelope, caribou, bighorn sheep).  Even furs were tanned using
brains and woodsmoke, thouga they were handled diferertly to
prevcnt the hair fiom slippioge out.

Most of what wa know aboul traditinomal bram tanning methods
eomes from the American Indians, There 15 an extensive record of
theit sanning processes, wrillen down oy anthropologists, 2xplorers
and Tndians. [ have copies of over [0 scparate accounts. [n this
book veu will learn aboul many of the tools, techniques ard
substances that they used, so thal vou can try them out yourszlf
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COLONIAL AMERICA AND EUROPE

Brain tan was the everyday garb of the American Indians when the
Europeans first arrived. In Europe the availability of deerskins to
the commaoner had long since disappeared.  Only the anstocracy
were dllowed to hunt. In the Twentv-Fifth Year of the Reign af
Eing George the Third (1785) came this revision to the Magna
Carla of 1215

“Ma man oo heneetonh shall lose either Life or Member fin Killing ouw Dreer.
Out if eny men be when, and convicl Fooasing of cer VMeniaen, he shall make o
wrievous Fine, i be have anvthing wherenf and if have nnthing to lese, Fe shall
he impnsoed a Yess and a Day, aod aftor the Year and Day expired, if be con fiml
sureties he shall e delivered: and if oo, e shall sbjure the Bealm of Ergland ”

This wersion was clearly more lenient than what came betore

The Mew Woirld, provided a scemingly sndless supply of deer. The
trade in buckskins, tanned and raw, boomed.  Common laborers
vilued it durability, By the 1750°s it was the stvle among the
wedlthy of Curope to wear yellow buckskin breeches and gauntlets.
I was hunting and riding wear_ fashionablz in the mnsr elite circles
Customs records indicate that between 1755 and 1773, 2,601,152
[hs. of deerskins were shipped to England trom Savannah, Georga,
just one of many poris. Many of these skins had already been brain
and smoke tanned by the Creek and Cherokes,

“Bucksins wiere usiversally warn from the fracesmen oo thase of first mnk in the
Rimggduone,” Malacle s Poslsbewayy, author of The Tniversal Trictionary of Trade
aad Commerge, 1774 |:;||.g_|3_|||:l. ia the kngdom refered b

[n Atenca, the pioneers, woodsmen, trappers, soldiers and farmers,
anvong who spent tima out nf the sefrlemants, hepan o wiesr
buckskin. [t was the only fabric tat could stand wp to the wear and
tear of the trail. as homespun would snag and tear on the twizs and
briars. Another advantage was that 1t could be manufactured at
home trom a readily availablz source.

“By 1741, Auvgush (Geongiab was, asooeding fnooore rosy oregeel Lansang
prodigiously’  The tougn linle village was declared the mose flourishing o
i the Prowines ' Megdaam’s  swecess woa largely reloted # the growing
popilanng of tarmed deerskie fre clorhing asd arther gess ™ From_feerskimoy g

Lfieds By Kfevn £ Hodfod Bromd

“Deer hides were. i fact & profitable commencinl dem and one of the few
dependable sarly soumces of income for the settlers  Like the frock, buckskin
breeches were first worn by workingmen. Tn the gighteenth cetury they wene
adopred by ihe anﬁ_liﬂ': e classes Far humiing, znd thus became fashionable.
[n addition to legpings, moccasing and hreeches, buckekin wes alen used for

A EL ol Hialuny g

weeralle.” Fonor Lron i she (o Promeers, eufited by Paivie 4. aneinghom
arkd Fuaen Fose Lok,

When the colonists decided it was time W create their cwn country
anc scparate from England, the revolutionaries wore buckskin and
homespun. [t was practical, available and patciotic, Tor it came
from their own land and didn't support Brinsh ade  General
George Washington ordercd thousands of buckskin moccasing and
shirts to be mace for the troops.

"[)uriu__ﬁ rhe szl Pl uf the war 3 huniing shi-t of buckskin or lined, breeches {of
buc'.tnl-.'llhj_ ardd aiters, loge brivuned har, mtfled shoe and blacs stock was the
field servize dress recaommended by General Washingron ™

'_'Tl'l: firl E!hq:lii::_: o calar, which ¢id 900 olaten alize until F1e war's end, resalved
inta blug conl with red Cacinus ané buckskin breeches ™

Frot G o Waer Bisions dseedican Lasmimes by Ay Eveves

There was one battalion i particular that was famous for wearing
anly buckskin: Gen. Donel Morgan's Fuflemen, Thev wers some
of the best woodsmen of the timz, sent on the more adventurous
missions of the Armericun Bevolurion

“Like blue jenns woday that stamed a5 work cleshong, were plasorzed and rhen
sentmentalized a3 symbuahc of a cerain life sivle, the [ucksking aunting shit
slaried as '-'r'l:".k l:ll}:nll'.@. wis whimprized b_l.l iLs redle im ghe Rgl.l.:.]uudjm_.}- 'l,.:l,'ar and
then was senlimeulalised as symhbalic of ke itlrepid woodsman and explorer ™
From [rp P ik H LI =

THE AMERICAN FRONTIER

Buckskin continued 10 be wom by Indians and trontiers-people
dlike cown through the civil war It was worn by the early miners
of the California gold rush It was worn by mountain men, treppers
and musswonaries. It was worn by the Texas Rangers, and many of
those who dicd in the Alamo, The riders o the Pony Lixpress
claimed that i1 was leal for cuitg cold winds Tt was part of the
attire of both sides in the battles betwevn the 115 Cavalry and the
Indians. But most of all it wes worn by just slain falks,

It was a sign of whe was prepared for the dgors of the frontier
and who was nof Gustay Dresel, a voung German immigrart in the
days of the I'exas Repuhlic, put it rhis way.

1 joined the seven hunismen, wha (wers) elad in buckskin fom hesd Lo frat
My Lowsers wese partially wimmed with buckskar, i is true. ard iy cod wns
macks ol beaverteen (Twilled colton] but they prophesed than oven 8fer sy s
ek I should non be able 10 recognize my walerion etause the oriars, the Lri ket
and the wer high zrass would harass me so hard, [ aad traversed the rogion an the
Nuvasoty arhwart forest and prairie for four davs when raos of sy imexpressibles
were already suspended from =y legs ™ '
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WHY BUCKSKIN?

he reasons why many people arz lzamiag o make buckskin
I once agan are diversa:
It is practical and beautiful: It makes greal clothing, bags
and many other nsetul items.

Deersking go (0 waste by the hundreds of thousands in
Nerth America. There wre wound six million deer shot annually
in the LLE. O these only a fraction sver make il W a lannery, and
there they are subminted o the chemizal tanning process. While
there 1= certainly nothing wrong with huaters leoving hides in the
forest for the maggots and covotes, why not use i in between?

It is available locally. Deer are bunted, and roadkills happen
it every pert of North America, from sea to shining sea. from
tarmland to the suburbs.

You don't need to hunt or even suppert hunting, Deer
are getling hented and roadkills are happening throughoumt the
country. Skins are going to rol or get used [ know a lot of
vegetarians who make buckskin, hecmuse they value the natural
recyeling aspect of it,

You can fully wiilize the products of your hunt, to make
clothing that is ideal to hunt in. The sioky smell of huckskin
will cover your human odors. [tis quiet, Fringe will breck up your
form. MNothing goes through brush, thickets and all around hunting,
ahuse as well us buckskin. Tor these reasons it has a long and strong,
tradition with Amenca's huniers,

It is natural. Buckskin was made by early humans all over the
warld with wond, bone and stone waols. If for some reason i was
time to dispose of vour buckskin, it will ceturn naturzlly inta the
carth from which it came

You can make it at home. All the wols and malerials can
be tound around your own home.  Find a log. a metal bar, some
wod gshes, a bucket, roften wood, and you are ready to o
Buckskin has ulwayvs been a cottage industry © 've been making and
selling buckskin for my livelihood for seven years. What | love

about 1t is that [ can do i anvwhere. [ can scrape hides on the blufl

over-lonking the river. Waich the cagles and 5Py SWOOPINg
about, the deer going to drink, and then jump-in whenever [ get too
hot Mot a bad way to wark

You can make it in the wilderness. A hazie skill to know
for survival in the wilds,

It is easy o sew. [t doesn't unrave, so vou can lacc it
together with nice big stiches And these sutches are easily made
throvgh soft perous ﬁuckskju.

THE NATURE OF SKIN

“In 1s a0 emazing material A bnet intreduction o its lavers

and comstituents will help you understand what you are deing

and why. Skin is wadivonal v broken dewn inw three lavers:
the epicermis, the dermis and the hypodeimis.  The dermiz is
compased of two layers the gram ior papillaryy layer and the fibe
network (or reficilar layer). In order to make bucksiin we will
remove all of these lavers except for the fiber network.

Epiderris

The emdermis is the outer-most protcenve laver of the skin It s
much thinmer on hairy animals than it is on humans, as the hair
serves much the same (uncuon of keeping the skin warm and
protected from abrasion 1L is compased of Keratin that is produced
mn the lowes levels These cells  gradually die as they  nse 1o the
outer skin. Hair is also kerotin and pan of the epidermis

Girain

The gran 15 also known as the papillary laver. It lies just below
the epidermis ~ This layer contmns most of the active ‘iving cells of
skir. The prain is predominantly composed of mucus with same
small thin fibers offering suppon and structure. This laver 15 what
gives leather its smooth shiny surlsce

The Fiber Metwork

Just below the gram i the fiber network or reticular layer, Thase
fibers are composed of very small sziraling proteins known as
eollagen. These protens ere twisied srownd one other in :he
opposite direction of their spirals, forming litle fiber threads
These fiber threads ther twist around each other i the opposile
directivn (tus is the same design as rope). The fibers themeelves
arc rardomly mterwoven o & very strong Tubric thar is the basis
of buckskin and leother

In the upper reaches of the fiber networs new fibers are
cregted by cells know as fibroblusts that reccive nutrients from
capillasies thet run along the junction of the grain and fiser
network layers.  These fibars are smaller and coated with moere
mucus than the main body of the fber netwark below. The mucws
allows the nuinents and amine acids 1o travel through and feed the
growing fibers. The filering and water binding qualities of tais
Mucus are extrernely imfluential in the lanning process.  An intact
mucus structure will filter out most of the oils before they can
regch the more fibrows intenor
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When scraping with a dull tool, the relatively weak grain laver
15 seperaled [rom the top alf the fiber network, at ths point where
these new [ibars are being creared. When you are scraping you can
see (hol these fibers are quite thin.  If you abrade down to decper
levels vou can reach the courser bundles of the main bt neiwork
Chesz matwee lbers bhave voly a simall amount of mucus in between
them, Theae s a method of making buckskin in which a sharp 1oc]
s used 1o scrape down 10 this maure Ober region, Because the oils
do pot need o penetrate through the fiber growth layer, it is casicr
to get the ouls all the way inte the intzricr. This method & Enown
a5 drv-serape.

Mcmbrane

The membieane or hypodermiz iz where the skin mecats the flesh
This membrang allows the skin to move somewhat sepecately from
the urdzrlving muscles It adds o value o buckskin and 15 mostly

ramoved.
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MOW TANNING WORKS

AN febrle & composed of woven fibers and skin I w0 differend. Whay ix

differend is Bl you don 't have fo do aoy weaving., s already beee done
.. By tiee deer, And the deer i an excellent weaver., O fusk s simply

for antnck that intricalely woven fabric and preserve It fn a sseable state,

aw skin if untreatec, will either dry out and become hard and

SUTT or remam wet, soft and rot. Owr goal i w get the skin

o he hoth soft and dry.  Thers are many  wavs of
accomplishing this that have been developed over Lhe wirss, creating
different types of leathers and buckskin,  Buckskin s made by
molating the fiber network layer of skin. This laver is composed of
rundornly  interwoven  fibers that  create both  strenpth  and
flexability. Then the fibers within this layer ae i:llld.l.!::(f so that
they may move frecly within el weave, even when dry
Evervthing that we do is working loward that roal.

Isolating The Fiber Metwork Layer

All of the skin lavers thar do not contain the networs of fibers
must be removed. This is done v layving the hides on a rounded
beam, and scraping the layers off with a dull-edeed tool. The toal
has a distinct enough edge so that vou dig in and separate the layers
from the fiber core, but dull enough that you don't cul into if
There are three scraping steps.  Flesfg to remove the mass ol
mear and fat  Croining o remove the hair, 2pidermis, and grun
And Memlroning which clears oft the remainder of fleshy and
weak fibcred tissue. The scraping steps arc  [aidly pliysical. with
graining the most intense Mucking s e baditioml term  for
spaking hides in o solution of weod ashes and water, which causes
them 1o swell This swellmg inercaszs the iaternal cohesion of the
grain layer making it much easier to cee and remove (wsually one
of the hardes! sieps. especially for beg nners), {Note:  acids tizhten
these layers, meking them harder to remove which is why |hu:1f are
used for tanning hides with the har or fur an, a5 well @s in
subsequant steps for gruin-om leathers )

; j'fnns are leading an urﬂaahqu ﬂilfﬂ‘ﬁ 48
: }mdwﬂuldm]rm like ta bond with a hydros
which are positive) so that they can become H,

al}. In the mean time they hatg out with any
mporasily shemng its Ht atoms.  This creafes a
il e wo cuuamg them to travel around u:l-gr:.l:hr:r In their
fur their own Ht the OH- EIl'[-E:[' the hide and puﬂ the H.r in

i them, caasing the hide o swell.
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